
 

 

Memorandum 

 

To:   Planning Commission 

From:   Bill Trimm, FAICP 

Subject:  November 7th Meeting Agenda Material 

Date:   October 25, 2018 

 

The next meeting of the Planning Commission will be held on November 7th at 7:00 pm in the Town Hall. 

In addition to updates on the Point Wells development in Snohomish County and the Woodway Pointe 

subdivision status, the meeting will focus on revisions to the Town’s Shoreline Master Program (SMP) 

and Critical Areas Regulations (CAR). 

As you may recall from the September 5th meeting, staff introduced the subject of the SMP update by 

referencing the Dept. of Ecology Periodic Review Checklist. Although only minor revisions are required 

to the Town’s 2013 SMP according to the checklist, more significant changes are required to the CAR 

related to wetlands.  

Legislative changes in 2016 directs GMA jurisdictions to change reference from the state delineation 

manual to the federal delineation manual. Further, the Dept. of Ecology created an updated system to 

rate wetlands based on best available science. The new system is referred to the “2014 rating system 

update” and replaces the 2007 rating system that is currently referenced in the Town’s CAR. Given that 

the Town’s current regulations refers to state delineation manual and the 2007 rating system, revisions 

are required to the wetland section of the Town’s Critical Area Regulations to reflect the 2016 legislative 

changes.  

Attached for your review is the Ecology Periodic Review Checklist and two additional documents. 

Attachment 1 are the revisions to the Town’s SMP. Again, these are very minor and only relate to the 

new shoreline permit exemption cost threshold, revised definition of “development” and reference to 

the Town’s ordinance number and date that will update the wetlands section of the CARs. 

Attachment 2 are the revisions to the wetland sections of our critical area regulations. As previously 

stated, they refer to the new 2014 rating system and reference to the federal delineation manual. Also, 

staff has researched the buffer widths and wetland replacement ratios of surrounding jurisdiction’s 

(Snohomish County, City of Shoreline, Edmonds and Lynnwood) and have revised the Town’s buffer 

widths and ratios for consistency. The surrounding jurisdictions all use the values stated in the 2014 



rating system update. (Note: The revisions are in “track changes” so you can review the additions and 

deletions to the document.) 

Staff has recently met with DoE officials and will provide the Commission with the next steps in the SMP 

and CAR adoption process at the meeting. Thank you and I look forward to seeing you on the November 

7th. 

 

 

Attachments: 

Periodic Review Checklist 

Attachment 1- SMP Update 

Attachment 2- CAR Update 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 


